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A. I have no doubt whatever about it. I have never found it difficult to renew a movement which I have called off. But I must feel the strength within. My friends were nervous when we finished at Bardoh in 1922,1 and then renewed the struggle in 1930. But it was just the right time. And the suspension proved to be good. During the intervening years we were not idle. The people were imbibing our ideas Our constructive work went on, and it told on the masses who assimilated the meaning and spirit of the movement, and there was a very wonderful response.
Q_ I see that Jawaharlal Nehru is saying that it is difficult to keep back the people now.
A. That is all to the good. I can say in the plainest possible manner that I should not like to start the struggle if there were no spontaneous feeling among the people. But even at this distance, I am conscious that the people are absolutely ready. They are only waiting for the signal.
Q Is that the case with the peasants as well as with the population in the towns ?
A.   Yes. I have to depend  more and more on the   peasants.
Q,. Do they take part in the movement principally from economic or political motives?
A. Their economic difficulties have given them a grasp of the political situation. They understand that their economic position will not be better until the present political system is destroyed, root and branch. The Government in India has become the protector of the rich. There seems to be a conspiracy of the rich behind the Government to get every pice they can from the poor. The position of the peasants cannot be improved until the cruel burden, of taxation which they have to bear is removed.
Q. In the struggle at the beginning of this year. South India seemed to be weak Do you think you can count on South India this time?
A. South India gave its share steadily in the last struggle, and was coming forward splendidly when the civil disobedience campaign was suspended. It will come forward again when the struggle is renewed. South India is like that. It moves more slowly, but it is sound. I did not lose faith in the South before, In the making of khaddar the South has done the best, and its
i Vide Vol. XXII.